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A Newsletter for the Artists and Writers of the Billings Arts Association  -  Sharing Our Creativity & Inspiration 

BILLINGS ARTS ASSOCIATION 

www.BillingsArtsAssociation.com 

CTA SILENT AUCTION  

MAY 7   ñ   ARTWALK   ñ    5 TO 9  

 
This is the 3rd annual Silent Auction for BAA.   CTA is anxious to have us back and has once 

again extended the show through July 30th.   
The following are a few of the guidelines: 

1.  Artists may enter (2) pieces of artwork. Mark your name, phone number, name of art, 
and the minimum price that you will accept for each piece, on the back of art work. 
(this amount will be the opening amount on the bid sheets) The  split will be 75% to 
artists, and 25% to our School Art Grant. 

 
2. Deliver the art work , May 5th to Sandstone Gallery from 9:00-5:00-There will be a sign

-in  sheet, and this is the time to indicate whether you want your art to hang at CTA 
for the 3 months ð Last year we sold (2) pieces after the auction.  You cannot take a 
piece off  the wall and leave an empty space, so arrangements can be made to re-
place a piece, as we want to have the exhibit show well. 

 
3. Or you may  deliver the artwork, May 6th from 1:00-4:00 to CTA (13 North 23rd Street)   

Will need 3 or 4 members to help check-in art, setup exhibit and bring any art work 
over from the Sandstone Gallery.  

 
     4. May 7th Silent Auction ð (CTA ð 5:00-9:00)  We encourage all the members to  
 attend the auction at sometime during the evening and will need several  
 volunteers to help and greet the Artwalk guests. 

 
5. We are looking for music from 6:00-8:00 ð Call Lana (259-7470) if you have sugges-

tions, or additional questions on the auction. We are also working on added public-
ity. 
 
  NOTE:   All bids will close at 8:30 and call-in bids will be welcomed. 
 If someone wants to view your artwork while it is at CTA you can call Becky at   (248-
7455) to arrange a time, as CTA is a place of business and we want to respect their 
requests.  

We had great comments at last yearõs auction on the artwork, 
 and we need your participation in making this event a continued success!  

 
Please remember to thank CTA for allowing us to exhibit  at their business  

and that  your paintings are attractively framed and ready to hang. (wire please) 

 

 

Dinner   $15   
Guests Welcome     

Call Bonnie Eldridge at 259 -9802 for reservations by Friday June 11.  
Bring a small painting or piece of Art work for a Peoples Choice Award. 

Entertainment to be scheduled.  
ð-PLEASE TRY TO ATTEND AND ENJOY THE EVENING ð- 
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BAA   FEBRUARY ART EXHIBIT 
RED LODGE 

CARBON COUNTY ARTS GUILD & 
 DEPOT GALLERY 

  
 BAA WAS INVITED TO EXHIBIT IN THE MAIN 
GALLERY  DURING THE MONTH OF FEBRU-
ARY. THOSE MEMBERS WHO COULDNôT GET 
TO RED LODGE  DROPPED THEIR ART OFF AT  
SANDSTONE GALLERY AND  WE  DELIVERED 
IT TO RED LODGE.  SOME MEMBERS WERE 
ABLE TO DELIVER THEIR OWN ART WORK. 
WE HAD ABOUT 45 PIECES OF ART IN THE 
SHOW.   
 DEBBIE FELT THAT THE SHOW  WAS AS 
GOOD AS THEIR JURIED SHOW.  THE RECEP-
TION WAS SATURDAY FEBRUARY 6 FROM  3  
to 5  AND MANY MEMBERS WERE ABLE TO 
ATTEND THE VERY SPECIAL EVENT.    

 
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO WAS ABLE 

TO PARTICIPATE AND HELP WITH  
TRANSPORTING THE ART 

 TO AND FROM RED LODGE. . 

 PAST  EVENTS é    

JOHN POLLOCK  
YAM  SPEAKER  -  BAA  

March 25  
(Pollock Sweeps kite Awards)  

 
Johns talk on March 25 made you want to visit 
the location that he visited while showing his 
kites.  He included not only the variety of kites 
and the many sizes and shapes but also his 
tour of the Great Wall of China, and busy 
streets and the boat ride on the Yangtz.  He in-
cluded the back streets of Italy and France and 
his stop in Australia.  He and his wife have met 
so many people and enjoy so many different 
cultures, it made want 
to visit those places 
yourself.  We were dis-
appointed that more 
members were not able 
to come.  We had 
about 19 people in at-
tendance.  Refresh-
ments were served by 
the BAA members.   
Thank you so much 
John for an excellent 
presentation.  

BILLINGS ARTS ASSOCIATION 
BOARD  MEETING ð Sandstone Gallery  

April 15, 2010 
 
Members present at Board  Meeting to discuss old and new business and 
also upcoming events in May  were  Sue, Madelein, Eva & Lana. 
Sue read minutes of the February 24th General Meeting at the Senior 
Community Center. 
TREASURERS REPORT :   
 Eva reported that $4,599.15 in the new account she had to open 
since we changed treasurers and needed  to present the bank with non-
profit paperwork.  A new CD will be issued and the suggested amount 
was $1,500.00 ð This was approved by the members.  
OLD BUSINESS:   
 We had a quick review of activities in ô2010 including the Clyde 
Aspevic presentation in January, (attended  150), General Meeting at the 
Senior Center in Feb., (18 attended), and John Pollockõs presentation at 
the YAM, (19 attended) ð The Art Exhibit at the Carbon County Art Guild 
in Feb., showed 45 plus pieces of art, the reception was well attended by 
BAA members and the local community.   
Our current School Art Grant Exhibit  of Elementary School Sculptures is 
on display at the Sandstone Gallery, with a reception, Sat. April 17th from 
10:00 ð 2:00.  
ARTS IN CRISIS ð Alberta Bair -  
  Lana attended the òArts in Crisisó presentation by Michael Kai-
ser, President of the Kennedy Center, a conversation with local and state 
art organizations.  Two main topics of discussion focused on smaller art 
groups limiting the number of events, focusing on 3-4, and putting all 
your creativity, publicity, energy and resources into making these events 
exciting, and partnering and joint-ventures with other art groups in the 
community. 
 NEW BUSINESS:   CTA Silent Auction ð May 7th Artwalk  BAA 
  ñFRONT PAGEññ 
BAA BANQUET  -  Members agreed that a May Banquet was not enough 
time for planning, working on a June schedule for date, place, etc.  
 (See front page)   
FALL  GARDEN SHOW ð Gainans  - Will be sometime in Sept.  
 No Definite Date 
BAA FALL SHOW:   Need a location 
 A section of the newsletter will have a place to nominate mem-
bers for our Steering Committee and Board. We also encourage more 
participation from members to manage our events. 
Meeting adjourned at 3:30. 
Respectively: Secretaries:   Lana Bittner and Sue Hammersmark 

Clyde Aspevig Painting demo on  
Saturday, January 23. 

 
 Those of you who missed out on this event, really missed out on a spe-
cial demonstration.  Even thought  the weather was a typical Montana winter 
day around 150 artists braved the wind and snow to attend this event.  
Clyde gave a very informative talk and demo, relating his experiences and 
even tried a few things that the audience suggested to see if it would work.  
He talked about glazing with liquin and how he applies the paint.  He also 
talked about taking classes from Ben Steele who was honored with a recep-
tion afterward at the Student Union.  Billings Arts Association helped with 
the presentation with a donation to Arts Without Bountries which Clyde also 
supports.    
 Thank you Clyde for coming to Billings we enjoy your art work so much. 

Art Appraisals  

Thomas Minckler  -  1-800-282-2141 
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PAST EVENTS      

CARBON COUNTY ARTS GUILD  
 
May  1 -31:  Sidne Overturf and her son Taylor Lynde.  A 
  mother/son oil painting exhibit.  
 
May 1  - Florals  in Oil Workshop with Elliott Eaton.  
  Cost $50 for Guild members and $65 for  
   non -members.  
 
May 1  -  31  - Photographs of Dick Forehand.  See his  
 beautiful images of the Rocky Mountain West  
  In the Workshop Gallery.  
 
May 1  -  31  ON TRACK: A photographic tribute to trains 
  from 1930 through the 1990ôs. 
 
May 8, 15 & 22  -  Pastel and Oil Painting Workshop with 
  Sidne Overturf.  Join local pastel painter, Sidne 
  Overturf, for a series of pastel and oil painting 
  classes. Cost is $20 per session from 9 am ð12 
  noon on all 3 Saturdays.  For more information 
  call the Arts Guild in Red Lodge at 406 -446 -1370  
 

WEB PAGE   www.BillingsArtsAssociation.com  

Our website is up and running. If you have not visited 
the site check it out.. Jeanne is ready to put your 
photos on the site if you have a digital camera and 
know how to send photos.  I asked Jeanne what she 
would need to add your art to the site and following is 
her reply. If you are not a computer person or don't 
have a digital camera we will help you by taking pho-
tos for you at the next art show. **Artists on the site 
need to update their paintings. 

Check out Phil Bellôs web page at 

WWW.PHILBELLPHOTOGRAPHY.COM  

ARTS IN CRISIS  

 I attended the presentation on Monday, March 29th at the Alberta Bair ñArts in Crisis ò, a community con-

versation by Michael Kaiser, President of the Kennedy Center. 
 Networking  with individuals from art organizations in the state, sharing our concerns and challenges dur-
ing this current economic atmosphere was the main topic of conversation.  Staff, board members, donors, 
and volunteers in the community were all represented at the meeting and I enjoyed reconnecting with people 
that I have had past relationships with and also new friendships. 
 A few main topics of discussion that were made during this talk-back session, were the importance for 
smaller Art Groups focusing on one, two or three main projects during the year, putting all your creativity, 
publicity, energy and excitement into fewer projects.  Itôs important in the interim of this economic down -turn, 
for Art Organizations and Galleries to collaborate in joint-ventures to help pull your maximum resources for a 
successful event.  Most groups are trying to grow a ñnew younger baseò without offending current member-
ships, but found this challenging. 
 Michael Kaiser, also known as the ñComeback Kidò, his reputation for revitalizing Art Groups, kept his dia-
logue simple and direct. In the future for the Billings Arts Association, I am excited that we can expand our 
visibility in the community with continued good quality shows and events, and bring more clarity into what we 
are striving to achieve, Our Core Mission Statement.  

 Lana Bittner /  Fine Arts Chairman 

BAA CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

  
April  BAA Student Art Exhibit at the  
 Sand stone Gallery  
 
May 7 CTA Auction ðArtwalk May 7  
 
June 17  - BAA Banquet ðElks  
 
Summer  - Plein -Aire  -  Paint outs -  
  Ck with Linda Duncan ï208-3064 
 
September  -  Gainans Fall Show  -  
  Date to be  Announced  

Plein -Aire Events  

 
Linda Duncan  has volunteered to schedule some  

Plein -Aire Events this summer.  
Dates - 

June 22 or 24   -   July 20 or 22   -   August 24 or 26  
Call to let her know the date that works best for you and 

find out the destinationé208-3064 

****Go to:  www.art.mt.gov/artists/artists_percent.asp    Art for Natural Resources Bldg in Butte. 

Online Application Process  Opens: April 23rd and Closes  July 18th, 2010 .. 
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 The Frame Hut & Gallery 

1430 Grand Ave. 
Billings, MT 59102 
406-245-9728 

Open M-F 9-6, Sat. 10-5 

 

 The Frame Hut offers a 20% discount on 

custom framing and a 25% discount on 
ready made frames to artists framing their 
own work.  The store carries a large selection 
of ready made frames in sizes from  8 X 10 to 

30 X 40.  During the month of May ready 
made frames will be on sale to artists for 
35% off the regular price. 

Ideas from the Art in Crisis Programð 
Ten steps to turn around an Art Organization   

( Large or Small) 
1. Lead spokesperson (You can listen to different strate-

gies, but one person should deliver the message. 
2. Have a plan  ( should be planning  1,2,3, years ahead, 

organizations plan too close to event) 
3. Sickness to Health  ( stress the positive of an organiza-

tion, not negative when out in the community) people 
stay away from a sick organization. 

4.  Focus on today!  Donôt rehash yesterday/ 
5.  Extend program calendar, Have a focus long term and 

not just the present. 
6.  Marketing  ( more than just advertising in traditional 

manner, papers, etc.  (Use  the internet) 
7. One spokesperson  ( ties in with #1ðone representa-

tive with lots of input from Board & Members. 
8.  Fundraising or membership Drive  -  Designate a spe-

cific time on calendar to do these projects) 
9.  Board Fatigue  ( Important to rotate a board, or re-

structure or reevaluate)  
10.    Discipline to carry out plan  ( Be consistent with shows 
 and exhibits) 

  
FRAMING BY FRED 
Fred Magers, a member of BAA will frame your 
Art Work at his Frame Studio at 1245 Rimrock 
Road.  Contact him at 245-6733  
***Fred does an excellent job of framing usual 
and unusual pieces of art.  Please give him a try. 

  

 

 

 

Victoria Franck Wetsch 

    May 15, 2010 

    Hand Rubbed China Clay on Fabric  $60 

 

   Dennis Kern 

    June 19, 2010 

    Reflections   Photography  $60  

YELLOWSTONE ART MUSEUM  
ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES  

32nd Annual      
 SUMMERFAIR   
 July 17  &  18  

 
Veterans Park     

  9  to 5 
 

Summerfair Coordinator looking for  
 Volunteers to help with events  

and Artists to Demonstrate   
Call 406ð256-6804  Ex 239 

 

Student Art  ð 
Sandstone Gallery  

Mary Knappôs 
Fused Glass 
Piece.  

 

I NOMINATE ________________________________ 

for Membership on/to the BAA Steering  

Committee.   

Please give this careful considerationéé. 

  Turn in at banquet in June  
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Suzie Clendeninôs Art Classes display their Sculptures at the Sandstone Gallery during the month of April. 
A reception was held for the students April 17th at the Gallery.  

Mary Knapp receives a bouquet of flowers  
from her students 

Two of Maryôs  students 
meet Leo Olsonôs Frog 
Sculpture. 

Student Artwork. 

The Students wore name tag indicating that they were Guest Artists and they brought their parents and 
grand-parents and most the residents of Worden and Ballentine to the reception and enjoyed punch and 
cookies provided by the Sandstone Gallery. 


